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FOREWORD '

In February the State Board of Education adopted revised standards for .
Oregon's public elementary and secondafy Schools. For the most part, the
chinges reflect a need for mor2 precision_and clarity learned from severa)
years' experience with these Oregon Administrative Rules.

" The guidelines on the following pages address OAR 581-22-316, Graduation

Requirements; more specifically, they 1ook at 1ssues surrounding the unit of
credit requirements. Please keep in mind that the guidelines were developed
in response to pressing questions from districts, and will receive further
refinement as we gain wore experience in the area of credit requirements.

' Districts are free to use or modify the suggestions in these guidelines to -

best suit local needs.

v‘ﬁaparhent of Education guidelines which speak to other standards {1ssues

include: .

The High School Diploma and Alternative Awards
Competence Requirements '
Selecting Textbooks

-

Questions 3hoG1d be directed to the Department of Education, 378-35€9, or toll
free in Oregon 1-800-452-7813.

LY

Yerne A. Duncan
State Superintendent
of Public Instruction
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UNITS OF CREDIT .

The Standard
Graduation Requirpmaents (K) Applied Arts, ;Fine Arts or Foreign

$81-22-316 Each district school board with ju- Language—1 (one unit shall be earned in
risdiction over high school programs shall award any one or a combination). .
diplomas to all students who fulfill all school (b) A district sckool board with.a three-year
district requirements and all state requirements high school may submit through the waiver
as described in the following sections and in process aiternative plans to meet unit require-
district school board policies. A school district ments. .
may award an alternative document to a student (c) A district school board may increase the
who has et some but not-all of the graduation number of units required in specific areas,
requirements. - . ’ and may increase or decrease ihe number of.
(1) Unit of Credit Requirements elective units; however, the total units of
- (a) Each student shall earn a minimum of 21 credit required for graduation shall not be less

units of credit to include at least: : than 21. _

; (A) Language Arts—3 (shall include the (d) A school district may grant high school
equivalent of, 1 unit in Written Composi- credit for experiences prior to the ninth grade
tion) " which are equivalent to high school courses
(B) Mathematics—1 within the school district; however, the grant- -
(C) Science—1 ing of such credit cannot reduce below 21 the
(D) U.S. History—1 ’ units of credit to be completed in grades 9
(E) Global Studies—1 through 12.

(F) Government—1/2 (e) Planned course statements shall be writ-

(G) Health Education—l """ 7 . ten for courses in grades 9 through 12 and
(H) Physical Education—1 shall be available to students, staffs, parents,

(1) Career Development—1/2 . the district school board and other interested

(J) Personal Finance and Economics—1 individuals....

Implementation Schedule °

The graduating class of 1984 will be the first which must meet all credit
requirements calied for in the 1980 revised Standards for Public Schools.
School districts should be aware of the changes from the 1976 standards so
that they are prepared to provide students with the necessary instruction.
For example, of three units of credit required in language arts, the 1984
araduate will need to earn the equivalent of one unit of credit in written
composition. It follows that schools will need to offer written composition
to the class of 1984 no Tater than September 1, 1983.

3y

ol

-~

{See page 23 for the entire rule.)
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Units of Credit 1n_Spec1fied MAreas -

2 .

Studcnts sust earn a minimum of 21 units of credit 1n order to graduaté. A
unit of credit 1s equivalent to-at least 130 hours of instruction, or a one- ~
year course consisting of one class period a day, at least minutes in
length. At least 12 units must be-earned 1n specified subject areas, but

districts may increase this number.

Units of Credit in Electives

-

Districts may increase.or decréase the number of elective units as long as .the
total undts of credit required for graduation is not less than 21. Consider-
ation of student interests and needs, community resources, staff qualifica-
tions, equipment and facilities will help districts determine the course )
offerings -that can and should be made available to students. Students snould
be encouraged to work ciosely with parents and with school codnselors in
selecting electives where students can explore personal and career interests. °

From 1976 to 1980

-

The differences between the 1976 and 1380 standards as they relate to credit
are shown in Table 1 below and discussed further on the following pages.

TABLE 1
Cunpnrmn of 1976 and 1980 Credit Requirements . °
Standards for Public Schools

1976 Standards 1900 Standards
Credit Requirements Units - Unit Credit Requirements
Lsnguage Arts/English 3 3 Language Arts (indude squivalent of 1 unit

’ in written composition)
Mathematics 1 1 " Mathematics
Science 1 1 Sclence
Social Studies/History 1. 1 U.S. History
1 Globel Studies
Cttizenship/Government 1 1/2 Government
Health Education 1 1 "\ Heslth Educetion
Physical Education 1 1 Physical Education
Career Education 1 12 Careor Development
Consumer Education/Economics/ n) Personal Finence and Eoconomics
Personal Finance 1
) 1 Applied Arts, Fine Arts, or Foreign Langusge
Electives 10 9 Electives
Total Units of Credit 21 n Total Units of Credit
7 -




Language Arts--Written Composition:. Credit for one unit. in written composition -
may be accomuTated from more than _one course. It may be earned in courses
specificaily designed to develop and practice writing skills, or it may be
earned through a set.of courses where only a part of the curriculun 1s involved
in writing improvement. However organized, the total time 3 student spends 1n
. developing writing skiils must be equivalent to at least one year of instruc-

" tion (130 clock hours). :

. [ 3
u.S. Histohy Courses developed for this area should present a comprehensive
study of national development, frow colonial times to the present. Instruc-
tion may be organized: chronologically, or 1t could be organized aroand major
concegts which show how events and personalities (including minorities and”
haveﬁheiped to shape the deveiopnent of the nation.

Global Studies: Students should learn about the histdry and cultures of - -
peopies of the world, drawing upon history, geography a&nd other social studies
disciplines. Instruction could be organized around some major themes: the
diversity of cultures, the interdependence of cultures, how the forces of
change and trends illuninate prevailing world conditions. . -

Governnent Students should learn about the constitutional and 1ega1 structure
ocai, state and national government; the effect of-customs and tradition

on the evolution of government; and the rights and responsibilities of {its

citizens. When possible, students: should be encouraged to come to know about

government throdgh first-hand. participation. .

o=
Career Development: Students were previously required to earn one unit of
credit 1n career .education; this has been changed to one-half unit of credit in
career development. In career development students should explore persorfal
interests and aptitudes toward the .dev&lopment of career goals. - The district
may utilize a combination of options, such as allowing students to explore a
nulbe; of careers through various courses, independent StUdY. and outside work
experieance. .

Personal Finance and Economics: The 1976, standard allowed districts the option
of providing instruction Tn one or more content areas of personal finance,
economics, or consumer education. TFhe présent rule requires instruction in
both personai finance and economics. The assignment of time for each content
area 1s left to the local district-and may be met in one couvse :or more than
one course. The total time, however, must be equivalent to at least one year
of instruction. .

o
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Applied Arts, Fine Arts, or Foreign Language: ~ Students must €arn one unit of
credit 3 -any one or a combinatfon of appred arts,ffine arts, or foreign ‘ :

1anguage - ) ‘ -

Applied Arts options includeé: " business educ at fon, home economics (child
caresy clothing construction, foods and nutrition, institution oE:QgEe
management ), industrial arts, or a vecational program approved e
state (one of“14 occupational cluster areas or a more specific course of
study). For schools with small enrollments: ‘'schools may share teachers;
-, students may attend ‘other institutions in the area (e.g., community ,
co]lege), teachers may be retrained; industry people may be hired-part-
time, or students may be assigned to a tocal fndustry for on-site
training.

" .. Fine Arts options include: band, choir, orchestra, guitar, keyboard,

1

performance lab, music theory, music and art history or -appreciation,
drawing, painting, sculpture, drama and dance. For schools with small
enroliments: schools may Share te;chers, students may attend other
institut fons irn the area (communit) college); incent ives may be providec -
to encourage additional training of current staff.
A district must have one Foreign Language program for one or more students .
who wish to study foreign Tanguage. For schools with small enroliments: )
schools may wish to hire teachers who speak several<languages; schoofs may
share "teachers; students may attend other institutions in the area or may
enroll in OEPBS foreign language programs or correspondence courses

. (monitored); incentives may be provided to encourage additional training
of current staff. ) .

»

Waivers ' -

Using the waiver process (OAR 581-22-802) district school boards with three- T
year high schools may submit alternative plans to meet unit of credit require-
ments. A1l high schools are encouraged to coordinate their curriculum with

"feeder® schools. R

-

Planned Course Statements ] -

-

These statements must be written for courses in grades nine through twelve.
They are to be made available to students, staff, parents, the district school
board and other interested citizens. Schools are encouraged to place copies in
the library media‘center, school office and other accessible areas.

Planned course statements are to include a course title, course overview,
course goals (including career-related goals) and, where appropriate, compe-
tence requirements assigned to the course for verification.

In addition, planned course statements also may include such information

as: course numbers, length of course, availability of credit by examination,

performance indicators associated with course goals, assessment and evaluation -
procedures, lists of learning activities used in the course, prerequisite . .
requiredents. 9 _ ) - /




Planned course stateients serve: B L o

¢ -As a tool for planning classroom 1nstruction :

o To provide a concise and accurate reference source for curricu!un
coordinatién, nlanning and evaluation

# To inform students of course requirements in advance cf taking the
course

e To assist the student in making a selection among numerous course
options

o To guide the student in completing course requiresentis

. @ To.communicate course content and requirements to parents and other °
" tnterested citizens

2

Units o£\Cred1t Before Grede 9 ) - '

-

A distriet may grant a student ‘high schéol tredit prior to grade nine feor

. :experiences which are equivalent to high school .courses within the school

district. Even 1f such credit is granted, the student nust complete at least L.

A units of credit in grades*nine through twelve. ;.
Example: e A ‘

A seventh grade student is permitted to‘enroll in a ninth grade mathe- .
matics course for one unit.of credit. Upon satisfactory ctmpletion of the
course, the student has met the ‘state and local- tredit requirements for
one unit of mathematics .which must now be recorded on a school transcript.
Upon beginning high school, the student must stilT complete 21 units of
credit in grades nine through tweTve but-need not meet eny further
mathematics credit require-ents.

L4
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SAMPLE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

~ B
. i : J
. g ‘
Policies and Procedures - ° ‘
Units of Cfedit .
Al ternative Learning Experiences \ B ;/ .
bff-Canpus Experience RN
, Credit by Exaination ‘ . o
Independent Study
IS4 . -
) - ’ ' S - rs
- | .
- - B » N\
i ’ ~e , P j . o
* . | Reminder: . . . . . S
) | The samples on t,he followi ng ‘pages are suggesti.ons only;-
. districts ny alter them to best serve local condit‘lons.
s ¢ L
- * '
L4 ! ‘ ?
. R b
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\ )




UNITS OF CKEDIT

Authority

Definition

[ SAWPLE
POLICY--UNITS OF CREDIT

"A district school board may fncrease or decrease the
number of units required in specific areas, and may
increase or decrease the number of .elective units; however,
the total units of credit required for graduation snall not
be less than 21." (OAR 581-22-316(1))

Unft of Credit: 130 clock hours of instruction in a
planned offering. Fractional parts of credit may be
allowed for quarter-unit blocks. The minfmum clock hour
requirclents may be wafved pursuant to other provisions of
the district's graduation requirements contained under
policy number .

“Units:of Credit in Electives: Units of credit in other
Jan specific areas or s 1isted 1n state standards and
scliool district policy. Such learning experiences should
be designed to meet the needs and interests of students and
restricted only by available resources.

Units of Credit in Specified Areas: The units of credit
other than electives. Wore particularly, those units
specified by state standards and school district policy,
1ncluding ‘the areas of study defiaed below.

Language Arts: Enables students *y receive and send
. connun!caf!on by developing the abili:y to .1sten,
. speék, read and write.

Mathematics: Develops the skills and interests of
students In cOIputation,and problem solv:ng.

s Science Develops concept understandings and process
s as they relate to science.

U.S. History:  'ysents a col?rehensfve study of
nationa’ aivelopnent from colonfal times to the
presert.

» Global Studies: Designed for learnihg about the‘

people and cultures of the world through history,
geography and other socfal studies disciplines.

Government: The study of local, state and national
‘government, inciuding the role of the citizen in a
democratic socfety. -

12 . .



Health Education: Oevelops decision-making skills
m“ 10 personal philosophy as related to healthful
ving.

Physical Education: Enadles each student to bufld
and maintaln physical powers, skills and understanding
necessary for optimum development.

Cavaer Dovo'lo%nt: The exploration of personal
nterests a ities with regard to career selec-
tion, and the development .f tentative career goals.

-~ Personal Finance and Economics: Enables.students
; Yearn sbout Tinancial concerns as a consumer, § 1ml-
t,

. ing emplayment and income, money management, ¢
) purchase of goods and services, and the rights and
responsibilities of the marketplace. Basic economic
. concepts and tools of economic analysis are integral
to Qstruction. - )

* Applied Arts, Fine Arts, or Foreign Language:

Appiied Arts relate to the design and- fabrication
of functional objects and the acquisition of
mtical skills (e.g., business education,

economics, industrial arts and vocational
education)

Fin Arts are more aesthetic in nature, includ- -~
Tng music, visual arts, drama, dance and art
. ‘ appreciation.

%og_ig-_l% instruction helps students learn
sommnica n languages other than their own.
C. Ratiomale Units of credit in specific areas of study and in eiectives
' "should provide planned instruction aimed at assisting the
. students at becoming 1ifeiong learners, functioning effec-
tively. when confronted with situations whick call for the
. abfitty to: communicate effectively, apply mathematics,
., _ 4 " tunction as a citizen, understand nociety in both gliobal
and national tarms, employ scientific knowledge, demon-
- , strate knowledge of mental health, demonstrate physical

fitness, fuaction as a consumer, prepare for a career, and
function as an individual.

r
D. Procedures Each-student shall complete the following units of credit
. - as spacified: -

- s L ritten Composition (3 units)--One unit of
c " nine one unit of credit in grade ten -
with one-half unit of each year's work spent in meeting
writing program requirements. In addition, one unit of

. <credit in gredes ten through twelve. , .
R " M fes (2 units)*=-Two units of credit with one unit in
s o ' i grede n M“&M one !mit in grades ten through twelve:
f‘m‘ onal T unit T8 by district option., : d
Q R T ‘ 10 1.3 . |
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Science (1 and 1/2 units)*--One anc one-half units of
J credit 1n grades nine through twelve, with at least one-
half unit in grade nine. ’

- U.S. History.(1 unit)--One unit of credit in grades ten
through twelve.

Global Studies (1 ugit)--One unit of credit in grades
eleven and twelve.

Goverrment (1/2 unit)--One-half unit of credit in grades
. J’ nTne through twelve.

Health Education (1 unit)--One-half unit of credit in grade
nine and one-half unit of credit in grades ten through

twelve.

Physical Education (1 unit)--One-half unit of credit in

grade nine and one-half unit of credit in grades ten

Career Development (1/2 unit)--One-half unit of credit in /
- grades nine tn'l rough twelve. )

Personal Finance 4 Economics (1 unit)--One unit of credit
Tn grades eTeven and twelve.

. Applied Arts, Fine Arts, Foreign Langua (.1 unit)--One
unit of credit 1n grades nine throug ve.

Electives (8 and 1/2 units)--Eight and one-half units of
credit In grades nine through twelve.

Tot7: . nits of credit required for graduation equal 22.

Eack v..1ding principal or designee shall a*<iniste» the
offerings which fulf111 the units of credit required for
gradustion including:

o Determination of the offerings

¢ Enroliment of the students

¢ Determination of those requirements needed for com-
pliance with Oregon Administrative Rules, school board
1icy and other school district administrative guide-
.1ines contained in policies :

o Determinstion of the amount of credit to be granted (in
sultiples of quarter units) .

¢ Recording of the credit granted
¢ Development and publication of precise written ~rucedirs.

‘;} . for granting units of credit.

 *Additfoma) 1/2 unit 1s by distritt cption. .

i3 O . v
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A.

c.

OTHER EOUCATIONAL
PROGRAMS

Authority

Definition

Rationale

-

Procedures

! E ‘
POLICY--ALTERNATIVE
3 LEARNING EXPERIENCES

“The district school board way ldopt policies for alterna-
tive learning experiences, ...." (OAR 581-22-316(3)).

Over the years the district has allowed students to enroll
and obtain credit through a variety of alternatives such as
approved summer school, evening school, or college courses.

Increasingly diverse learning opportunities for students
now make it possible for students to complete high school
requirements in ways best suited to their particular
interests and needs. Other educational programs can
provide valuable learning experiences for students. In
some instances, other cducational institutions offer
training experiences not available in the district, and
this program is meant to provide an opportunity for
students to enroll in such institutions whe-l it is in the
student's best 11tenst. .

Other educational progras include:
1. Summer School
a. Summer high school:

Classes meet for two hours pev , fivedays —
per week, for a period of three weeks to earn 5

term hours of' credit.

A1l students, in addition to the 30 hours of
classroom time, will be required to do outside
written and/or project work equivalent to 14
classroom hours. This will result in a total of
44 hours for each term

To earn’® full unit of credit, the student must
attend all three terws.

b. Other summer schools:

Sumner school classes from any other school will
be evaluated by the administrator or designee and
credits accepted shall be equated to the summer
high school. ‘

13
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3.

Night School

b.

A student who has been unsuccessful in a class may
take the course at the evening school, and 1f
successful, receive 1/2 unit of credit. Any
competancies required for graduation in such a
class must be met.

Night school classes from other than an approved
¢‘aning school will be evaluated by the adminis-
tiator or designee, and credit, 1¥ granted, shall
be equated to tnog"" se from school.

College or University Credits

b.

Prior approval of the administrator or designee
must be obtained if credit from a community
college, college, or university is to be used for
nigh school credit.

when the course has been completed, the student
wist submit a transcript to obtain ciadit.

16
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-QFF-CAMPUS

EXPERIENCES

A.

c.

Author{ty

Definition

Ratfonale

Procedures

SAMPLE
POLICY-~
OFF -CAMPUS EXPERIENCES

"The.district school board may adopt policies for alterna-
tive learning experiences, such as ... credit for off-
campus expefiences.” {(0AR 581-22-316(3))

Alternative educational experiences: 1learning experiences
in which the majority of learning is supervised by other
than district employes in a.setting removed from regular
school buildings and grounds, or 1s self-directed. The
experiences shall be part of the school curriculum, and
should be described in 2 specific written agreement which
1s udagprond by the parent, school, outside agency, and
student.

The ccmmunity should be recognized as an extension of

the classroom. Involvement in the oing activities of
diverse business enterprises, community agencies, and other
government and private organizations can provide valuable

- -educattonal sxpertences for students. Schools should

increasingly utilize such resources in designing educa-
tional programs appropriate to diverse student needs,
interests and abilities.

1. The butiding principal or designee shall administer
oach. off-campus program. The principal may appoint
an "Alternative Educationa) Experiences Progrem
Committee® in an advisory role to help coordinate and _,
standardize =equirements as well as examine proposals
for new programs. The principal shall periodically
review each program to assure its relevance and to
determine compliance with policy. .

2. Alternative educational experiences include: .

a. Enroliment in courses of other educational
institutions. (If correspondence courses, the
institution must be accredited by the National
Uaiversity Extension Association.)

b. Training internships in community or government
(e.g., Natiziai auard program).

17
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3.

Cc. Internships or work-training programs in business
enterprises.

d. Participation in training or performance groups
such as community symphonies, art or science
museums .

e. Approved travel or other legitimate student-
designed enrichment experiences.

In order for credit to be zwarded, an alternative
educational experience (outside the regular school
setting) shall meet the following provisions:

a. Learning activities shall be considered part of
tha regular school curriculum and standards of
quality established by written agreement.

b. The student's activities shall be supervised

by a designated person in the participating
agency.

c. In approving a student's community fnteraship
proposal for credit, consideration shall be ¢iven
tho' student's interests, abilities ind educational
goals.

d. Work-training programs may b efther pafd or
- unpaid. ‘

4. Credits

Students may be permitted to eami a maximum of six "
uafts of credit in an approved program. Cradit shall

be granted only when prior written agreement is

reached among parents, school, participating agency

and student.

Alternative educational experiences in other educa-
tional institutions shall be prearranged. Credit will
be granted consistent with state guidelines from state
accredited colleges. Credit may be granted from non-
accredited institutions on a prior written agreement
basis.

These experiences may occur at any time during the
student's high school career, using the same consider-
ations which affect admission of students to other
courses of the school--student interests, abilities,
maturity, and goals.

v 18
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Procedures for Enrol Iment

The availability of alternative educational experi-
ences will be included in forecast materials.-

The interested student will be responsible for initi-
ating the contact with the designated faculty member
responsible for each program, and following the
enrollment procedures as described in each prograa.

When the student has completed enroliment procedures,
4 completed form shall be forwarded to the designated
faculty member describing: the location, types of
activities in which the student will engage, tho
expected learning outcomes and how they relate to the
student’'s educational goals, the tentative schedule
for such activities, and other facters which the
district may deem necessary.

The proposal shall be reviewed and the student
counseled by the designated faculty member.

If required for the program, the student shall present
the proposal to the community agen.y, arrange any

.modi?ications, 1f necessary, in the proposal, and

obtain written approval by the person in that agency
who is designated to be the supervisor.

When the proposal is approved the parent, the
community agency, and school, a copy shall be
filed by the designated faculty member and sent to all
parties involved in the written agreement.

Experience Valfidation

The student’s progress and ultimately credit and grade
for the experience will be evaluated by an appointed
faculty member, the community agency (if appropriate),
and the. student. Credit, grade and competencies met
will be recorded on the permanent transcript.

Outside Experience Credit as a Substitute for Required
un

Credit may be granted for required units subject to
prior agreement and consistent with norwal progress
toward meeting competency requirements. It is essen-
tial that required competency skills be cons!dered
during the planning stages of the alternative educa-
tional experience.

19v
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Transportation Needs

Whenever pussible, students shail be responsible for .
their own transportation to and from any off-campus

learning program. In some instances, the district

may choose to provide transportation.

SAIF Insurance Coverage

SAIF coverage shall be provided by the district
pursuant to ORS 656.033 1f the following conditions
are met:

a. Thgduties performed by the student, are:

o Among those required of similar full-time
employes, and

o Describéd on the district's application for
coverage.

b. The student earns no wages. (If wages sre earned,
workers' compensation coverage is the respon-
sibility of the participating agency, assumin
the Workmer.'s Compsnsation Act is applicable.

c. The student's name and a description of duties
have been sent to SAIF. The principal or designee
shall be responsible for filing the necessary form
at least § days prior to the commencement of the
student's participation.

20
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CREDIT BY
EXAMINATION

A.
B.

c.

D.

Author{ ty

Definition

Rationale

Procedures

’ POLICY-~CREDIT
v BY EXAMINATICN

The district school board may adopt policies for alterna-
tive learning experiences, such as credit by examination...”
(OAR 581-22-316(3))

Credit by examinatinn: a student 1s awarded credit for
a course, required or elective, due to the student's
competence, without havirg tc enroll in the course.

Providing for individual differences among students results
in a wide range of opportunities. Some students are
capable of achisving the goals for a particular course
without having to enroll or participate in the class.

Each building principal or designee shall administer
this program. The principal may appoint examination
screening committees to assist with:

- & Developing examinations, either written or based on

observable indicators of competence, which shall
clearly demonstrate learner ontgons of the course

being challenged.

b. Determining stardards of performance on examinations
which will be accopted as evidence of satisfactory
compietion of cuwurse requirements.

c. Determining when an appropriate examination has been
devised to measure course completion equivalency and
when the test -hall be used. '

d. Establishing examination dates and location.

e. .Publishing credit by exam’nation procedures and
courses for which credit by examination may be
attampted. .

f. Reviewing student requests for cCredit by examination
> where guidelines are not sufficient.

g. Scoring éxaminations.
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If the student successfully meets or surpasses the perfor-
mance level established for a course -through the process of
credit by examination, the student shall .be given credit
for the course and therefore the enrollment regiuireaent. for
that course, 1f any, will be waived. Credit but no grade
for the offering will be noted on the transcript and the
offering w!11 count toward the graduation requirements both
in total units of credit and required course enrollment.

Application for credit by examination:

a. Students must complete an application for credit by
examination and submit it to the appropriate depart-
ment one week prior to the date of the examination.
This application shall receive the approval of the
student, parent or guardian, and priricipal or designee.

b. Students may attempt credit by examination for a
- particular offering no more than two times, and these
attempts may not occur within the same semester.

Cc. Students may not attempt credit by examination for a
course in which they are enrolled.

d. Not more than three units of credit may be achieved
through credit by examination.

e. A student may not attempt credit by examination for a
sequential course below the level at which the student
has or is enrolled ({i.e., a student may not attempt
credit by examination for Algebra I {f the student is
taking or has taken Algebra II).

e
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APPLICATION FOR CREDIT BY EXAMINATION

-~

Neme of Student Graduacion Year
I am applying for credit by examination 1n the following course:

T Teel qualitied to challenge the requirements because

The purpose of my challenge {s

STgnature of Student
Date
Name of Department Head
Recommendation
This application 1s (approved, disapproved).
Comments -
Date —

STgnature of Curriculum Vice-PrincTpal
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POLICY--
INDEPENDENT STUDY

s

“The district school board may adopt policies for alterna-
tive learning experiences, ..." (OAR 581-22-316(3))

Independent Study: a preplanned personal learning expe-
rience of at least nine weeks which fs designed and out-
1ined by a regulariy enrolled student and approved by the
principal or designee as appropriate for that {ndividual
and valid in its goals, activities, and provisions for
evaluation.

The diverse interests and abilities of students require
that Jearning experiences be personalized. .This may entafl
the ?rovi sion of enrichment experiences beyond the scope of
regular classroom experiences.

It 1s assumed that a student choosing the alternative of
independcnt study has sufficient maturity and motivation to
individually pursue and complete self-initiated study with
a minimum of supervision. -

Each building principal or designee shall-administer
independent study. The principal may appoint a screening
committee to assist with:

a. Developing and publishing written procedures-and
timelines for implementing specified measurable :
objectives, as well as plans for staff supervision,
maintenance of written agreements, and student
evaluation.

;\ Reviewing requests by students i’ov: independent study
<Pwhere guidelines are not sufficient.

-
-

If credit is to be awarded for an independent study pro-
gram, the student's supervisor shall judge the student's
performance acceptable for credit and the student's

' independent study program shall meet the time requirements

established by these guidelines.

“Indepondent study may be conducted on or off the schuol
campus. .
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Applicacion for 1ndép;ndent study':

C.

In cooperation with an identified certificated staff
member who shall be responsible for the codrdinatfon
and planning of the student's course work, the student
will develop and negotfate a tentative proposal for
independent study. In developing the proposal, the
student will indicate the types of activities in which
the student will engage, the measurable objectives to
be achieved, a timeline for the activities, the amount
of credit to be granted, the defined evaluation
process to be used, and other factors which the school
may deem necessary.

The proposal shall be reviewed by a faculty member in_
the subject area departwent wost directly related to
the proposal. The reviewer will make recommendations
to the principal or designee for approval.

Approval shall be granted the proposal only when
written agreement between student, parent or guardian,
and principal or designce is on file at the school.
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Requirements _
. 881-22-316 Each district school board with ju-
.~ risdiction over high school programs shall award -
diplenias to all students who fulfill all school
district requirements and all state requirements
- as described in the following sections and in
district school board policies. A school district
may award an alternative document to a student
who.has met some but not alleof the graduation
requirements. ] .
(1) Unit of Credit Requirements .
(a) Each student sha®earn a minimum of 21
units of credit to include at least: _
(A) Languag® -Arts—3 (shall include the.
equivalent of 1 unit in Written Composi-
A tion) ’ )
(B) Mathematics-21 S, p
(C) Science—1 , .
(D) U.S. History~—1
(E) Global Studies—1
(F) Government—1/2
(G) Health Education—I1
(H) "Physical Education—1 “
(1) Career Development—1/2 ‘9
(J) Personal Finance and Economics— X
(K) Applied Arts, Finé Arts or Forei
Language—1 (one unit shall be earned )o‘
any one or a combination).

the waiver

process alternative plans to meet unit require-
ments. o
(c) A district school board may increase the
number of units required in specific areas,
and may increase or decrease the number of
electivé units; however, the total ‘units of
credit required for graduation shall nqt be less
than 21. .
(d) A sthool district may grant high' school
weit for experiences prior to the ninth
which are equivalent to high school colrses
within the school district; however, the grant- |
ing of such credit cannot reduse below 21 the
units of credit to be completed in grades 9
through 12.

(e) Planned course statements shall be writ-
ten for courses in grades 9 through 12 and
shall be available to students, staffs, parents, -
_the district school board and other interested
individuals. .

(2) Competence Requirements .
(a) Each student shall demonstrate compe-
* tence in: .
(A) Reading

(B) Writing |
‘ (C) Mathematics

,\
'
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(D, Speaking - S
. (E) Listening ) ;T
(F) Reasoning.
(b) Student competence:

« (A) Shall be verified by measuren.ent of -

,student knowledge and ‘skills or mea-
surement of student ability to apply that™
knowledge and skill; © -
(B) May be verified through alternative
means to meet individualized needs; how-
ever, the school district’s standard of per-

. formance must not be-reduced: and
(C)_When veritied in courses, shall be
described in planned course statements;

. " challenge tests and/or other appropriate

procedures for verification of compe-
tence assigned to courses must also be
available,
(c) In developing curriculum and criteria for
verification, school districts should be guided -
by levels-of performance required in life
roles. )
(dy Competence in  reading,  writing,
mathematics, speaking, listening and reason-
ing shall be recorded on students’ high school
transcripts. Competence, when verified prior .
to grade 9, shall be recorded on high school
transcripts. L

' . () A district school board with W—Mttendance Requirements
‘ high schook may submit through

(a) Twelve school. years shall be required
beginning with grade 1, except whén the
school district -adopts policies providing for -

" early or delayed completion of oll staxe and

school district credit and performa~ie re-

. Quirements.

(b) The district school- board’ may adopt
policies for alternativec ;carning experiences,
such as credit by examination and credit for
off-campus experiences. :

(c) With any modification of the attendance
requirements ‘for graduation, school district
staff shall comnside: age and maturity of .
students, access. to alternative learning
experiences, performance levels, school
district guidelines and the wishes of parents
or guardians. ’

]
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